The Re-calculation of Minimum Living Standard for Urban Residents——A Case Study of Xiamen City by 曾晓燕
 
学校编码：10384                                分类号      密级        









The Re-calculation of Minimum Living Standard  
for Urban Residents 
——A Case Study of Xiamen City  
   
曾 晓 燕 
               
指导教师姓名：高 和荣  教 授  
专 业 名 称：社  会  保  障  
论文提交时间：2012 年  5  月 
论文答辩日期：2012 年     月 
学位授予日期：2012 年     月 
 
 
答辩委员会主席：                  
评    阅    人：                  
 




















另外，该学位论文为（                            ）课题
（组）的研究成果，获得（               ）课题（组）经费或实




































（     ）1.经厦门大学保密委员会审查核定的保密学位论文，
于   年  月  日解密，解密后适用上述授权。 







                             声明人（签名）： 





























































































The minimum living standard security system is a social assistance system 
arrangement provided by state and society which gives material helps to the poor so 
that their living standard can meet the minimum living standard of the society. It’s 
the last “safety net” to maintain social stability and sustainable economic 
development. 
The minimum living standard is the key link of the minimum living standard 
security system. It’s an important basis to define the object, determine the level of 
subsidy, arrange the subsidy funds and regulate the management work. After years 
of continuous reform, advance and improvement, the minimum living standard has 
increased year by year and become increasingly reasonable. However, there are 
problems in the method of determining the minimum standard, such as 
fragmentation, random and complex, which impact the policy effects of the system. 
Therefore, to study estimates method of the minimum living standard is of great 
significant to improve the minimum living standard security system. 
Based on the analysis of development process and present situation of urban 
minimum living standard security system and minimum living standard, the review 
of their studies home and abroad, and the analysis of each method’s general situation, 
strengths and weaknesses, this paper then propose to use the extended linear 
expenditure system (ELES) to calculate the minimum living standard according to 
the actual situation.  
Then, follows an empirical analysis：using ELES model and taking Xiamen as 
an example. Xiamen is one of the earliest cities to built the minimum living standard 
security system, it is typical and representative, its minimum living standard can 
barely guarantee the basic food needs of the poor, can be dynamically adjusted over 
time, it can also gradually narrow the differences between urban and rural areas, and 














and method for the estimate, its security function and the intensity of dynamic 
adjustment is obviously insufficient, thus produce a series of negative impact. 
There are many advantages when using ELES model to calculate the minimum 
living standard, the model combining with the adjustment of the social assistance 
system is even able to overcome the negative impact produced by the minimum 
living standard. 
After introducing ELES model, as the model required, look up to "Statistical 
Yearbook of Xiamen Special Economic Zone", "China Statistical Yearbook" and 
other relevant statistical data, use SPSS statistical analysis software to do several 
regression analysis on the relationship between the disposable income and eight 
basic consumer expenditure including food, clothing, housing and so on, then we get 
the minimum living standards of Xiamen city which divided into three levels： food 
and clothing line, living line and development line. Finally, adjust the standards, 
according to family condition and get the finally result. The estimated results over 
year are higher than the actual minimum living standards in Xiamen City and World 
Bank's absolute poverty standards, but relatively close to the results that average 
income approach estimates. 
Analysis shows that the actual minimum living standard of Xiamen City is quite 
low, it can barely meet the basic food needs of the poor; the World Bank’s absolute 
poverty standard estimated according to the purchasing power parity does not apply 
to China's national conditions. As the number of samples and the classifications are 
not enough, the result estimated by ELES model in this paper may be a little high. 
Overall, however, using ELES model measuring low standard has many advantages 
and unique features, that is simple, scientific, reasonable and feasible.  
Therefore, it is recommended that we should establish a simple, national 
method to calculate minimum living standard with reference to ELES model, 
meanwhile increase the number of households surveyed and disaggregate statistics in 
order to improve the accuracy and fitting degree. It’s also very important to deal with 
the relationships between the minimum living standard, the minimum wage and 














minimum standard, and reasonable opened the gap between the three; Rationalize 
the relationship between minimum living standard and the minimum living security 
system and social assistance system, so as to promote the development and 
perfection of the whole social security system. 
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2009 年底，全国共有 1141.1 万户、2345.6 万城市低保对象，平均保障标准达
到 227.75元。围绕低保制度，城市其他救助体系也日渐完善。我国城市已经基
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